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DEFENCE FORCE AND RIFLE
CLUB MATTERS IN IPSWICH.

TO THE EDITOR.

Sir.-Ipswich, the oldost military centre
in this State, Is just now smarting under
the effects of retrenchment in connection
with its local regimental companies, owing
to their recent diabundment and to the
closing of the oía rifle range, known for
the past forty years as tho One-mile
Range. I trust, therefore, that you will
kindly grant me the privilege of ventil-
ating in your columns our grievances in
this rospect, my object being to placo
facts and figures before the notice of the
new Commandant, Colonel Tom Price, who,
being an Australia- himself, will under-
stand the reason why the Ipswlchians re-

gard with affection the traditions of mili-
tarism iu their midst. First of all, dur-

ing the recent visit of Major-General Sir
Edward Hutton, uy the Lytton Encamp-
ment, last June, in an address to the mem-

bers of tho Defenco Force thero assembled,
the newly-appointed Federal Commandant

spoke of the necessity for retrenchment,
which, I may state, every man in the ranks
was quite willing to submit to ; biit

guess,
the surprise of the members of the com-

panies (eight in all, including the two

Ipswichian and two West Moreton corps)*
attached to the 4th Queensland or Darl-

ing Downs Regiment, when the following
'brigade order (No. 141) was issued at tho
termination of the Lytton camp :-" Rifles,

complete with sidearms and scabbards, of

tho 4th Regiment will bo handed In to

stores-Le., pay officer's tent-on Sunday
morning, commencing at fl.30.

. . . AU
water-bottles and haversacks will be re-

turned at the same time." This was re-

trenchment with a vengeance, and meant,
as has since turned out, the entire dls
bandment of the then but recently estab-
lished 4th Regiment, which was included in

! tho orders for the re-establishment of
i the various military centres under date of

22nd Novemibjer, 1900, iand Included In

which, as the second half-battalion, were

the ipswich, Boonah, and Lowood corps
namely, E and F Companies (Ipswich), G

Company (Boonah), and H Company (Lo-
wood). It may be hore stated that the

Ipswich companies were dccWodly ad-
verse to being attached, in the first ln

stanco, to the Darling Dtwns Regiment ;

and, In the second instance, being the last
established regiment, it had perforce to bo

wiped out of existence altogether to meei
the exigencies of The

"

pruning-knlfe."

The Ipswich folk, as stated above, feel

the
"

cut" of the so-called prunlng-knlfe
very <blttorly, as per the 'traditions the

Ipswlchians were among the very first colo-

nists to eome farward and offer tlheir ser-

vices as far back as 1859, at a time When

Europe was in the throes of the war be-

tween Austria and Sardinia. 'And the same

spirit has all along "been manifested.

Everyone who has had ony connection

with volunteering in Queensland knows

what a prominent part both tho Ipswich
companies of artlllory and riflemen (and
also their band) have always played in

keeping the Volunteer force together in

year« gone by. Our No. 2 Meld Battery ,

,

was retrenched in 1894 ; and what was the

original No. 1 Company of tho Queensland
Volunteers is now retrenched, out of

existence altogether. Is that fair treat-

ment ?

Regarding the rifle range at the One
milo. which was recently proclaimed an

unauthorised range, and consequently
closed, shooting has been carried out on

that rango since 1360-first b/ tho early
Volunteers with the old muzzle-loaders,
and since, about 18S3, by the members of
tSio Ipswich Railway and Ipswich Rifle
Clubs respectively, with never an acci-
dent.

SuToly, sir, the Ipswich military and
ride club members have good cause for

complaint in reference to the treatment
meted out to them by the Defence Force
authorities ? Ipswich, as the capital of

1iho West Moreton district, is ono of the
best military centres in this State, anti
should ¿ave, long before this, oeen estab-
lished as the headquarters of a regiment
of its own. Consider what a splendid,
hardy, ailhletic young lot of soldiors It

could command from its farming sur-

roundings. I think, however, that I have
I

said enough tar- the present.

-I am, sir,
i

*:C., A STAFF-SBRCEJANT OF 1877.

H *

An Ordor-in-Councll is to be issued in
aecoijganco with the provisions ,-of the
Brttisn Probates Act of 18118, directing
that the Act shall apply to British Now
Guinea.


